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Abstract 
 
As the skill that usually becomes the reference of students’ success in learning English, teaching speaking needs 
to be given closer attention, especially in teaching English to elementary school students. Therefore, a careful 
choice of good approach, technique or media is required. This article aims at finding out the advantages of using 
multimedia-based teaching materials in teaching speaking to elementary school students in Kabanjahe, North 
Sumatra. This is a descriptive study taking the fifth year elementary schools students at SD Swasta Masehi in 
Kabanjahe of Karo Regency as the participants. The data were collected using observations and interviews. The 
data were analyzed qualitatively. The results of the study show that using multimedia-based materials benefits the 
speaking learning process in terms of increasing the students’ interest, reducing the students’ shyness, increasing 
students’ motivation, and promoting student-centered learning. It is concluded that using multimedia-based 
materials helps build elementary school students’ speaking ability.  
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1. INTRODUCTION 
Considering its role as the language of science and technology (Ferguson, 2007; Drubin & Kellogg, 
2012; Englander, 2014; Foyewa, 2015), English is formally taught at schools in most of the parts of 
the world, including in Indonesia. English had been the compulsory subject at every level of formal 
education in Indonesia (from elementary schools up to universities) before the issuance of the 2013 
curriculum, the latest applicable curriculum in Indonesia. In the 2013 curriculum, despite the pros 
and cons of its elimination (Maili, 2018), English is no longer mentioned as the compulsory subject 
at elementary schools. Nevertheless, several elementary schools insist to include English in their 
curriculum as a local content subject (Iskandar, 2015; Kaltsum, 2016). The decision to keep teaching 
English as a local content subject is mainly motivated by the results of many studies finding that 
learning a foreign language, e.g. English, at earlier ages is effective (Shin, 2010; Gawi, 2012; de Bot, 
2014). Moreover, one of the studies suggests learning a foreign language to begin since preschool 
age (Adzija & Sindik, 2014). Rapid development of children’s basic communication abilities in 
English and native-like pronunciation, encouragement of enjoyment, motivation, and development of 
their cognitive skills and metalinguistic awareness are several benefits of learning English at early 
ages (Pinter, 2006).  
Teaching English at elementary schools should emphasize on oral skills, i.e. speaking (Test, 
Cunningham, & Lee, 2010; Tinsley & Comfort, 2012). Considering English as a foreign language in 
Indonesia, teaching speaking is considered difficult because it requires the students to learn and 
master pronunciation, structure, and the social context of culture and situation (Rahmadevi & Rosa, 
2012). Therefore, many studies have been conducted on teaching speaking at elementary schools, 
focusing on the instructional media in teaching speaking (Rahmadevi & Rosa, 2012; Christamia, 
2014; Sofyan, Sinar, Tarigan, & Zein, 2018), teaching speaking method (Faridi, 2010; Fitria, 2013; 
Lathufirdaush, 2013; Yanuartin, 2014), and material development for teaching speaking (Safitri, 
2010; Mubar, 2015). However, the media used in the previous studies refer to mono media or one 
kind of media. Meanwhile, in this advanced technology era, mono media is no longer interesting, and 
the use of multimedia is much more preferred.     
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Multimedia is a combination of two types of information presentation, verbal and visual 
(Mayer, 2001), or more different information media within a computer system (Babiker, 2015). Also, 
other scholars define multimedia as the combination of at least two input or output media of data, 
such as audio (sound and music), animation, video, text, graphics and images (Turban et al., 2002). 
Moreover, Vaughan (2011) defines multimedia as a combination of digitally manipulated text, 
photographs, graphic art, sound, animation, and video elements. Thus, multimedia can be defined as 
the combination of different media using a computer system that is very useful in presentations, such 
as in teaching. 
The importance of speaking for elementary school students and the sophisticated facilities 
provided through the use of multimedia elaborated in the previous paragraph suggests the important 
use of multimedia in teaching speaking to elementary school students. However, in certain places, 
particularly those located in villages, facilities become the barriers to use multimedia-based materials 
in teaching speaking. Therefore, the benefits offered by the use of multimedia-based materials in 
learning speaking in the classroom cannot be experienced by both the students and the teachers. 
Implementing multimedia-based materials certainly needs certain devices such as desktops or laptops 
and projectors.  
This paper aims at finding out the use of multimedia-based materials in teaching speaking to 
elementary school students in Kabanjahe, North Sumatra.   
 
2. METHOD 
This study used a descriptive method taking the private elementary school (SD Swasta Masehi) in 
Kabanjahe of Karo Regency as the research location. This school was chosen because it was the 
elementary school that continued including English as one of the local contents in its curriculum. The 
participants were the fifth year elementary school students of SD Swasta Masehi who were taught 
speaking English by using multimedia-based materials. Three videos downloaded from YouTube 
channel were designed as the materials presented to the students. The data were collected using 
observations and interviews. The data were analyzed qualitatively to describe the advantages of using 
multimedia-based materials in teaching speaking. 
   
3. DISCUSSION 
The multi-media based materials designed are composed of three videos. The first two videos are 
used as the presentation materials, while the other video is used for the students’ exercises. During 
the teacher’s presentation, the video is used as the model containing the examples of English 
conversations that contain the expressions as close as possible to the students’ daily conversation. 
“Good morning.”, “What’s your name?”, “How are you?”, and “See you” are some expressions 
presented in the videos. In addition, the video does not only contain images and sounds but also the 
written expressions spoken by the characters in the video. Figure 1 below is one of the examples of 
the extract from the video. 
 
 
Figure 1. Asking someone’s name 
Source: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oBfyR4J2Xj8 
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Figure 1 shows two people having a conversation. The written expression on the screen “I’m 
Steve. What’s your name?” is very helpful to help the students identify what the speakers say. So, in 
addition, to listening to the speakers’ voices and watching their non-verbal expressions, the students 
can also know their expressions in a written form. The questions and their responses together with 
the non-verbal expressions shown in the video help the students understand the meaning and the 
situational context where those expressions are used.  
Unlike the implementation of grammar-based teaching where grammar is used as the base 
(Azar, 2007), using this multimedia-based material does not require the students to pay a lot of 
attentions to the grammar. This is very good to implement in teaching speaking since the purpose of 
teaching speaking is to make the students be able to speak (Adhikari, 2010). Nevertheless, this does 
not mean that grammar is not important in speaking. Grammar is important, but the students should 
not be much exposed to grammar at the beginning of learning speaking in a foreign language because 
this will hinder their fluency in speaking.  
Moreover, the students can also learn from the video that in English culture, a person has to 
tell his/her name earlier before he/she asks his/her friend’s name. Introducing English culture to the 
students is important in building their English ability since learning a foreign language (e.g. English) 
also means learning English culture. Another example of the extract from the video can be seen in 
Figure 2. 
 
 
Figure 2. Greetings “How are you? 
Source: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oBfyR4J2Xj8 
 
Figure 2 is the extract from the video showing example of the greeting which is commonly 
used in daily interaction, i.e. “How are you?”. The video is paused after each of the expressions 
uttered by the speakers to give the students a chance to imitate their expressions. This means that the 
teacher can use a drilling technique to make the students familiar and habitual to pronounce those 
expressions. The teacher is encouraged not to translate every expression uttered by the characters in 
the video. The students are allowed to understand the meaning of those expressions by themselves by 
paying attention to the questions and responses provided in the video. Furthermore, the students are 
asked to practice the conversations in pairs.  
After the two videos are presented, then the students are given exercises, which are also 
designed in the form of multimedia. The speaker in the video asks the questions concerning a basic 
conversation that has been taught to the students, and the students answer those questions orally. The 
example of video extract containing the exercise from the speaker in the video can be seen in Figure 
3. 
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Figure 3. The example of exercise from the video 
Source: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sp3xU5WvRjA  
 
The speaker in the video asks the questions, and at every question, the video is paused to 
give the time for the students to answer the questions. For example, when the speaker says “Good 
morning”, then the teacher asks one of the students to give a response to it. The exercise completes 
when all of the students have already got their turn of answering the questions from the speaker in 
the video. After doing the exercises based on the given video, the students are asked to do exercises 
in pairs. They are assigned to practice all of the expressions they have learned.  
Based on the results of the observations and interviews with the students, the use of 
multimedia-based materials benefits the process of teaching speaking to elementary school students 
at SD Swasta Masehi Kabanjahe. The first advantage is increasing the students’ interest in learning 
speaking English. During the learning process, the students look very enthusiastic, they focus on the 
video played by the teacher. So, they do not only listen to their teachers, but they also watch and 
listen to the conversations performed by English native speakers. This finding is quite logical since 
their teachers never played any videos while teaching speaking. Based on the interviews with several 
students, some of their English teachers only gave them an example of conversation and read it while 
asking the students to repeat. Some of the teachers used pictures as the media and asked the students 
to make a conversation based on the pictures. These techniques usually end in less useful expressions 
since what the students learned and practiced at school are not the expressions frequently used in the 
actual daily conversations. 
This finding supports the result of the research done by Suryani and Rosa (2014) who argue 
that students’ interest and enthusiasm is very important in building the early speaking ability of 
young learners. Besides, Muna (2011) also argues that the use of video as the teaching media 
increases the students’ interest in speaking because it changes the monotonous classroom atmosphere 
into an interactive one. Their findings strongly suggest the important role of students’ interest and 
enthusiasm in building their speaking skill. 
The other advantage of using multimedia-based materials in teaching speaking is reducing 
the students’ shyness. One of the major problems in teaching speaking is shyness (e.g. Juhana, 2012; 
Kurniawan & Rosa, 2013; Namaghi, Safaee, & Sobhanifar, 2015), and many students feel shy to 
speak worrying that they will be laughed at by their classmates. Namaghi et al. (2015) report that 
shyness makes students less likely to initiate interactions with others. However, by using these 
multimedia-based materials, all of the students enjoy the class and they never realize that they speak 
English because they are enthusiastic to follow the expressions modeled by the speakers in the 
videos. They do not feel shy either to initiate the conversation or to give responses by using English. 
Shyness, one of the factors hindering the students from speaking (Juhana, 2012), is much motivated 
by anxiety (Namaghi et al., 2015), and these multimedia-based learning materials lose such anxiety; 
as a result, the students are courageous to speak. At the same time, reducing shyness also increases 
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the students’ self-confidence in speaking as they can reduce their fear of making mistakes while 
speaking. 
The next advantage is increasing the students’ motivation. The students seem impatient to 
wait for their turn to answer the questions provided in the videos. As mentioned earlier, all of the 
students have the same opportunity to speak based on the order of the questions provided in the 
videos. None of them keeps silent when the questions are addressed to them. Such motivation is also 
visible during pair work. All of them participate actively asking and answering the questions. Several 
studies have proved that motivation is the key success of learning English (e.g. Juhana, 2012; 
Kurniawan & Rosa, 2013; Namaghi et al., 2015; Sofyan et al. 2018).  
The last advantage is promoting student-centered learning. By using these multimedia-based 
learning materials, the teacher acts as the facilitator as well as the motivator, not the center of 
learning. The teacher facilitates the learning media and motivates the students to reduce any 
psychological factors that might hinder them from being the courage to perform their English orally. 
Meanwhile, all of the learning activities are central to the students as they watch a video, imitating 
the speakers’ expressions, and practicing the conversations in pairs. This is corresponding to the 
nature of teaching speaking, i.e. to make the students active in speaking. 
 
4. CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS 
Based on the discussion on using multimedia-based materials in teaching speaking, it is concluded 
that multimedia-based materials provide some advantages, such as increasing the students’ interest, 
reducing the students’ shyness, increasing students’ motivation, and promoting student-centered 
learning.  
This study only focuses on videos, other multimedia-based materials are also possible to be used 
and studied by other researchers. As they benefit the learning process of speaking, it is suggested for 
teachers, especially those teaching English to young learners, to use these multimedia-based 
materials in teaching speaking. 
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